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THE TRACK FROM CASTLE FIELD TO MIDDLETON DALE 

The Castle Field track was one of two routes from Middleton that merged before 
reaching Middleton Dale. One of these tracks can be traced from the site of 
Fullwood Castle, twisting and turning in the field before descending into the dale. 
After the deconstruction of the castle, the track continued to be used as a route to 
the dale until the Bateman Family rebuilt Middleton in the 1820s. The old track then 
became the village rubbish dump and was known in the village as Stinky Lane until 
the 1960s.

Peter Burdett’s Map of Derbyshire (1767) shows a route from the village down to 
Middleton Dale; this might be the Castle Field track or Dale Lane or both. In fact, 
both tracks met part way to the dale to form a rough circle around the eastern 
houses of the village.  This is shown on the Middleton Estate and Enclosure Maps 
(1813 & 1819) but the route had disappeared by the time of the Middleton Estate 
Surveyor’s Handbook (1841).

There was said to be another short road between Fullwood Castle and Middleton 
Village square which was adorned with the fine gates of the castle. 

The Castle Field track is sometimes referred to as the Old Road - as opposed to 
the New Road to Youlgrave. However, the road to Youlgrave is a stronger candidate 
for this title. 
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1837-38  OS 1” (The Old Series) 

The track from Fullwood Castle (on the left) swept down in the field before turning tight left to 
descend, where dense trees now grow by the gate, into Middleton Dale
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1819 Enclosure Map of Middleton (detail) 


